
Fantasy Landscape Project 
Visit www.GardenofFire to watch a video about this project. 

Create your own fantasy landscape inspired by the painting Rock Creek Road by artist Katherine 
McKenna using your imagination and mixed-media materials. Construct a place you want to 
visit, and think about who you may want to take with you. It can be real or invented. Your scene 
can take place on land, in water, in the sky, in outer space or even another dimension.  

Materials: 8x10 canvas, watercolor pencils, paint brushes, foam brush, acrylic paint, glue, fabric 
and felt scraps, pattern paper, cup for water, a plate for a palette and envelope with paper 
inside 

 

1. Start with the blank canvas and sketch out your design with a pencil. 
Make sure to draw lightly so that you can easily erase marks, or 
redraw sections as you work. You may want to sketch our ideas on a 
pieces of paper first.  
 

2. Add perspective. Try to draw one point perspective, by drawing a 
“vanishing point”, which is typically a dot on the horizon line.  

 
3. Lightly sketch the horizon line across your canvas. 

 
4. What elements are going to lead up to your vanishing point? Draw 

the lines starting wider and then meeting at the “vanishing point”. 
Play around, your lines can be straight, or curvy. You may want to 
sketch your ideas on a piece of paper first.  
 

5. Add color and texture. Cut out fabric, felt or pattern paper materials 
into a shape, and gluing them onto your canvas to represent a 
landscape element (ex: trees, mountains, water or rocks).  

 
6. You can overlap and paint over these different elements to add 

depth.  
 

7. Add solid colors with paint. You can blend colors too. Make them 
lighter and darker and change from one shade to another.  

 
8. Add texture details. For example, blades of grass can be added by 

painting lines.  
 

http://www.gardenoffire/


9. Remember, the closer things are to us, the more visible texture it will 
have with bigger lines, bigger brush strokes and bigger imagery. The 
further away things are, the smoother they will appear, and the 
colors are more blended in the distance.   

 
10.  Is there a person, an animal or a creature in your imagined place? 

Feel free to add them in.  

 

11.  Reflection Writing 

After you have completed your fantasy landscape, it’s time to reflect on the place you created. 
Write about your imagined landscape. Your writing can be free form, or a poem.  

• Take out the orange envelope, open the envelope and take out 
the paper inside.  

• Imagine you are transported to be within your landscape 
masterpiece. Look around, and think about the senses that you 
will experience in your scene. 

• Answer these questions:  
a. Where is your scene located?  
b. Why is it special to you? 
c. What do you see, smell, taste, touch and hear? 
d. Who is with you?  

• After you write your description, place it back in the envelope, 
and place the envelope into your S.A.F.E box for safe keeping.  

• When you are feeling down, stressed or like you want to escape, 
find your box, open it, take out your envelope with your writing 
about your special place and read it. Hopefully, it can remind you 
of the place you imagined and make you feel positive.  

• Then, look back at your fantasy landscape creation for a burst of 
color and relief from the stresses of your life to connect and 
ground you with nature.   

 

 


